Then, by its analgesic properties, morphia so soothed the local irritation, that the patient was only very slightly uneasy from pain (for the most part), being able to lie quietly, instead of being restless from acute suffering. The general depressing effects of pain were avoided by the action of the drug, and the sufferer was kept during the first week in a condition of calmness of mind and repose of body, by day and night, which must have proved salutary. Ludwig and Loven have discovered that irritation of a sensory nerve leads to the suspension of the action of the vasomotor centre "in the part supplied by the nerve, and in those which immediately adjoin it, so that their vessels become dilated, while, at the same time, contraction of the vessels in other parts of the body is produced. The blood-pressure is thus increased generally, and produces in the locally dilated vessels a very rapid stream of blood."?(Brunton.) But morphia prevents this reflex action from an irritated sensory nerve, and is antagonistic to pain by acting "not only, in all probability, upon the encephalic centres, but by its effects upon each nerve-fibril along which the pain-producing impression travels, and upon every nerve-cell through which the impression passes." (Brit. Med 
